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AstraZeneca International, one of
the world’s leading pharmaceutical
companies, has teamed up with
Middlemarch Environmental in a
ground-breaking research project
investigating biodiversity issues in
company supply chains.
   Supported through a CASE PhD
project at Aston University,
researcher Derek Whatling has
been investigating ways of assessing
and managing the environmental
impact on biodiversity of supply
chain companies.  Having
developed a working methodology,
Derek will be considering how this
might be incorporated into the
company’s Environmental
Management Systems.
   AstraZeneca (AZ) recognises the
importance of biodiversity not only
in an environmental context but
also in relation to social and
economic issues. In order to
understand the direct influence AZ
has on biodiversity, a series of
biodiversity action plans (BAPs) are
being developed at its UK sites.
Initially aimed at their larger sites,
the BAPs have the aim of protecting
and enhancing biodiversity within
the company.
   Building on these site BAPs, AZ
have developed a facilities
management database for managing
biodiversity information on their
‘green assets’, providing instant
access to summary reports, detailed
special information or temporal
trends regarding biodiversity.
   In addition, AZ is now exploring
how the same philosophy might be
extended to their wider indirect
environmental footprint by
including supply chain companies

AstraZeneca’s Environmental Laboratory at Brixham, Devon
with Derek Whatling (insert)

within their system. For this part of
the work Derek will be working
with relevant management teams at
AZ’s Brixham Environmental
Laboratory in Devon.  Once
completed the project will support
AstraZeneca’s Global Safety, Health
and Environment systems, which
encourage suppliers to adopt
Corporate Responsibility standards
similar to its own.
   Derek’s work with AZ forms part
of a wider Middlemarch
Environmental research project,
looking at the ‘Biodiversity
Footprint’ of organisations.   This is
being developed as a new measure
of an organisation’s positive and
negative impacts on the world’s
biodiversity, and requires detailed
information from wherever in the

world the company operates.  As
Derek summarises this: “The
resulting data provide vital
biodiversity inputs into ‘Ecological
Footprints’, which up to now have
tended to be simple measures of
energy consumption and CO

2
production rather than truly
ecological benchmarks”.

A-Z of Biodiversity Footprints
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News Briefs
Katy’s KTP
wins award

Mouse-mat aids surveys

Dr Katy Read, Principal Wetland
Ecologist at Middlemarch
Environmental, has just won
national recognition for her
Knowledge Transfer Partnership
(KTP) project with Aston
University.  The award was
presented at a ceremony held to
celebrate outstanding partnerships
as well as the pioneering Business
Leaders of Tomorrow.  Katy’s project
was one of the top five in England,
selected from over 1,000 KTP
projects.

We know that Middlemarch
Environmental’s Newsletters reach
the places that other newsletters
can’t reach… but were very pleased
when Sir David Attenborough
found a spare moment to look
through our last edition.

New reader-
ship survey

Middlemarch Environmental’s new
mouse-mat is hot off the press, and
winging its way to our contacts
throughout the country. Made of
100% recycled car tyres, the mouse-

Sir David catches up on the news with
Middlemarch’s CEO Dr Andy TaskerPictured at the KTP Awards ceremony are

( l - r) Dr Pete Hedges of Aston University,
 Dr Phil Fermor, Middlemarch’s Managing

Director, Katy herself and Margaret Hodge,
MBE, MP, Minister of State for Industry and

the Regions.

mat features an innovative
year-planner, highlighting the
optimum seasons for carrying
out surveys of a range of
protected species. The mat
has been produced in
response to requests from
clients, and the month-by-
month guide should help in
planning all survey work.
   If you’ve not got your own

Middlemarch mouse-mat yet, just
call Fiona Chester on 01676 525880
or email:
fiona.chester@middlemarch-
environmental.com

From April 2007 the BREEAM
Ecohomes assessment has been
replaced by the new Code for
Sustainable Homes, a Government
initiative aimed at protecting the
environment by providing guidance
on the construction of high
performance homes built with
sustainability in mind.
   However from a biodiversity
perspective, the new scheme is
very similar to the old one, and
Middlemarch Environmental will
continue to provide a complete
service to clients in this key area,
making full use of our nationwide
network of Wildlife Trust
consultancies to lower our carbon
footprint.

develops

A BREEAM Ecohomes survey in process

Sir David was at the IEEM Medal
Award Ceremony, where he was
presented with IEEM’s first medal
for outstanding achievement by
Middlemarch’s CEO and IEEM
President Dr Andy Tasker.   The
presentation came just before the
screening of Sir David’s latest BBC1
block-buster, ‘Climate Change -
Britain under Threat’ which
brought together experts from
around the world to look at the
changes already taking place on
planet earth - and here in the UK.
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Building bridges for nature

Gorgeous Helleborines

Normally, building bridges is a fairly
straightforward engineering process.
But what happens when the bridge is
in the middle of a specially protected
wildlife site – including Ramsar, SPA,
SAC and SSSI designations?  And it’s
not a new bridge but a replacement
of an old and unsafe structure that
needs removal.
   The answer is, with a little help
from Middlemarch Environmental, it
remains a fairly straightforward
engineering process.  Middlemarch
began by carrying out detailed
ecological surveys, and used them to

develop an ecological design and
method statements, to ensure that all
key areas were protected, and at the
same time some habitats enhanced.
   Liaison with statutory agencies led

to their approval – so the bridge
replacement could go ahead as
planned.  Middlemarch staff were on
site to supervise all the
environmental works – and make
sure no diggers strayed outside the
agreed work area.
   So now local people can keep in
touch using the new Avon

Middlemarch Environmental
is assisting Land Securities
in a delicate operation to
establish a temporary
conveyor belt in a man-
made valley known as
Craylands Gorge, the
line of a former
mineral railway. The
conveyor is needed to
carry fill material from
a loading area at one
of the large scale
northern Kent chalk
excavations, Eastern
Quarry, to a proposed
land raise area at
Swanscombe Peninsula
West - and using the
conveyor will save additional
fleets of lorries on the local roads.
However, achieving this
environmental benefit is
complicated by the fact that the
gorge has become naturally

colonised since its creation by a
range of scarce plant species,

including round-leaved
wintergreen (Pyrola minor),
ivy broomrape (Orobanche
hederae) and a large
colony - in excess of 50
plants - of the green-
flowered helleborine
(Epipactis phyllanthes).
   Middlemarch has now
carried out a detailed
survey of the plants’
distribution within the
gorge in order to minimise

disturbance and loss which
could result from the

necessary earthworks. The
conveyor is to be mounted on

railway sleepers to reduce
ground compaction, and carefully
aligned to avoid the most sensitive
plant communities.  We are also
developing a long-term
management plan for the site, to

Left - right: The new Avon Causeway Bridge
is built. Below: Some of the species to
benefit: Lapwing, banded demoiselle

damselfly, scarce chaser dragonfly and
Desmoulin’s whorl snail.

Green-flowered
helleborine (left) ivy

broomrape (right)
and round-leaved

wintergreen (above)
will all be protected
during and after the
works at Craylands

Gorge in north Kent.

Causeway Bridge – and the
lapwing, damselflies, dragonflies
and Desmoulin’s whorl snails can
continue breeding into the future.

ensure the plant rarities are safe
into the future, so providing
environmental gains all round.

Pe
te

r W
ak

ely
, N

at
ur

al
 E

ng
la

nd



©2007 Middlemarch Environmental. Designed & set by Kit Summerfield & Andy Tasker. Photos: James Calow, Phil Fermor, Jemma Gaskin, Paul Smith, Nick Steggall, Andy Tasker, University of Warwick

MIDDLEMARCH ENVIRONMENTAL LTD
Triumph House, Birmingham Road, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9AZ
Tel: (01676) 525880 Fax: (01676) 521400
Email: admin@middlemarch-environmental.com

The consultancy subsidiary of

M-PEOPLE...

www.middlemarch-environmental.com

Pond restored

Middlemarch Environmental has
recently taken more steps to
develop its national service to
customers by appointing new staff in
London and Manchester. These
developments link with our
strategic Wildlife Trust partners in
the north of England (Lancashire,
Yorkshire and Cumbria Wildlife
Trusts) as well as new partners in
the south-east (London and Kent
Wildlife Trusts). Speaking as
London Wildlife Trust signed up to
joint the Middlemarch

Environmental partnership, Carlo
Laurenzi, London’s CEO, said:
“We’ve signed up to work with
Middlemarch because they can
provide us with the in-depth
support we need, when we need it.
In addition they can help us
provide a better service to our
corporate partners, so benefiting
them, the Wildlife Trust, and
biodiversity too.”
   Middlemarch’s offices in London
and Manchester will be serviced
from our main office in the heart of

Joscelin Tilley joined us as Project Officer in
January, with special responsibility for our
expanding BREEAM portfolio of environmental
assessments. With a BSc from Nottingham Trent
University, Joscelin will bring a significant focus
to this key area of our business.

Barry Clarkson joined Middlemarch in
October as GIS Technician, having previously
worked for Lafarge and even volunteered with
Lancashire Wildlife Trust. He has a 2:1 in GIS
from Manchester Metropolitan University, and
has already made an impact to our mapping
capabilities.

Ruth Hardie joined in January as our new
Administrative Assistant, providing your new
friendly voice on the phone as well as helping to
coordinate our ever-growing project
management system. Ruth graduated with an
HND from Manchester Metropolitan University
last summer.

Lizzie Reffin started in April as Project Officer
having graduated from Coventry University last
year with a BSc in Environmental Science. She
will be assisting with our growing portfolio of
projects related to protected species, ranging
from survey and mitigation through to trapping
and translocation.

Pablo Gonzales started working for
Middlemarch last September following his
graduation from the University of Extremadura
in Spain. Initially supported through the EU’s
Leonardo programme, he has developed such
skills with UK ecology that he’s now working as
Project Officer.

Lois Browne joined us in April as an Ecological
Consultant, having previously worked at both
Entec and Bioscan. In addition to her first class
Environmental Sciences degree from UEA, Lois
has an MRes in Ecology & Land Management
from the University of York.

England, thanks to our new project
management system and enhanced
electronic communications.

Middlemarch now
has new bases in

London and
Manchester

Demonstrating best practice in ecological restoration can sometimes
require patience - and that was certainly the case at Long
Itchington, Warwickshire, where Middlemarch Environmental was
first called in to advise in 2003. Following ecological and
hydrological surveys, a feasibility study showed the need for the
pond to be drained and re-lined. Thanks tenacity from the local
Parish Council, and funding from a variety of sources, the
restoration works got the final go-ahead in November 2006. Now
the pond is full again, ready for the spring season of nature.


