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team was tasked to identify the implications of phosphorus and nitrogen from

sewage treatment works impacting on floodplain SSSIs during flooding.

Helen developed a novel method of assessing vegetation dynamics based on P rote c ti n g bats - a n d CI i e n ts !
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Legal Updates

Planning for
trees

From 6 April 2008 all planning
applications in England need a new
standard format, incorporating
BS5837:2005 (Trees in Relation to
Construction). This means that
applicants must take into account
trees both within and surrounding a
proposed development site.

The Local Planning Authority may
require additional arboricultural
survey work to accompany planning
applications, giving details of the trees
present and demonstrating that those
proposed for retention will be
adequately protected during
construction. It follows that trees
need to be considered at the first
stage of development design, and may
need an arboricultural survey and tree
constraints plan to encompass future
arboricultural issues such as shading,
root protection areas and canopy
spread.

Working with Testway Housing,
Middlemarch Environmental has
shown how this approach can pay
dividends, retaining two trees with a
Tree Protection Plan and
Arboricultural Method Statement to
ensure no damage to trees or roots
during or after construction. Call
Lucy Philpott for more on our
arboricultural support for clients.

Voles
protected

Although the water vole’s habitat has
been legally protected since 1998, the
species itself has not. This changed
on 6 April 2008 when the water vole
became fully protected under the
Wildlife and Countryside Act,
making it an offence to intentionally
kill, injure, or possess water voles,
interfere with places used for shelter
or protection, or intentionally

disturb them.

The water vole is now legally protected

This means that projects which
could disturb water voles or their
habitats now require a mitigation
strategy to ensure that impact on the
species is minimal and that
compensation measures are included
where appropriate. Alastair Driver,
who oversees water vole conservation
at the Environment Agency,
described the measures as great news
for the species: “It clarifies the law for
planners and developers. Water vole
populations have declined by 90 per
cent since 1990 and this added
protection will make a real
difference.”

Ecologists at Middlemarch
Environmental have many years’
experience in undertaking water vole
surveys and mitigation strategies. At
Kent Thameside, for example, our
work for Land Securities has enabled
a bridge construction to take place
alongside enhanced water vole
habitat. For more information
contact Jemma Gaskin, who is
researching
the species

for her PhD.

Homes Code
changes

Hot on the heels of

Middlemarch

Environmental’s last

Newsletter, with its

focus on sustainable

housing, the

Government

announced on 27

February that all

new homes must have a rating

against the new Code for Sustainable

Housing by 1 May 2008.

Although this doesn’t require

all homes to be assessed

against the Code, it does

mean that those that are not

will have to provide a nil-rated

certificate of non-assessment.
Middlemarch’s BREEAM Team

can help developers through this

process by ensuring that the

ecological components of the Code

are delivered in a quality-assured

manner by professional ecologists.

Our years of experience in this area

are now available with just a phone

call to Fiona or Joscelin at the

Middlemarch office.

Middlemarch’'s BREEAM Team

Nesting birds

Although the law on nesting birds
has not changed, there still seems to
be some lack of awareness of the
legal requirements. However thanks
to Middlemarch Environmental’s
ornithological team, we can help
clients through the complex
legislation, providing positive
biodiversity gains at the same time as
ensuring legal compliance. Contact
Tim Hextel for all questions about
nesting bird issues.
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Warehouses create wetlands

Middlemarch Environmental has been able to deliver a
first-rate ecological mitigation scheme as part of a
warehouse development by Goodman, creating a variety
of habitats for great crested newts, badgers and bats. The
habitat creation work included 10 new ponds, all
providing ideal habitat for newts and other wetland
wildlife, with open water, reedbeds and marginal aquatic
vegetation. In addition areas of wildflower meadow,
scrub and woodland were created, with a purpose-
designed artificial badger sett installed in January 2008.
Later on both bat and bird boxes will be erected on the
existing mature trees.

Once completed, the area will be managed in

accordance with a 15-year habitat
management plan which will ensure
the maintenance and enhancement
of this new habitat for all the target
species - and many more too.

The large-scale habitat

creation works have been
completed by Whiting

Landscapes with ecological
guidance by Middlemarch,

and ensure the maximum
development footprint for the
warehousing scheme.

Middlemarch’s habitat creation scheme taking shape prior to the warehouse construction

Border crossing for wildlife

When the Highways Agency determined that
the A5117 needed improving to provide safer
junctions at Deeside Park, the potential
impacts on habitats and species needed careful
consideration. As the site spans the England -
Wales border, consultations were required with
both Cheshire and Flintshire County Councils,
plus CCW and Natural England. Working with
Moore Environment for main contractor
Carillion, Middlemarch Environmental
provided the ecological input to the
Environmental Impact Assessment for the
project, including an Appropriate Assessment
for the Natura 2000 sites in and around the
nearby Dee estuary.

Great crested newt (GCN) populations were
surveyed in over 50 water bodies, requiring a
GCN mitigation strategy for development licences in
both England and Wales. Details included the design of
13 new GCN ponds to replace two lost to site works, and
extensive newt fencing with associated trapping and
translocation. Additional surveys of badgers and bats fed
into the overall environmental design.

The two ‘ME’ companies - Moore Environment and
Middlemarch Environmental - continue to work together
on several other major projects including three in
Shropshire and the M1 Junction 19 Improvement in the

One of the many design drawings prepared by Moore Environment and

Middlemarch Environmental for the EIA Deeside

East Midlands. As Director Barry Moore explains: “By
linking our companies together in this way we can
provide clients with a one stop shop to meet all their
needs for environmental

assessment and design from

archaeology to acoustics,

using the highest levels of

skill and experience at

competitive rates.”
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