Tangling with knotweed

Middlemarch Environmental has assisted a number of clients in finding a
cost-effective solution for dealing with Japanese knotweed (Fallopia
japonica) infestations at sites. The alien invader, originally introduced to
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the UK from its native Japan by Victorian gardeners, is out-competing
native species due to its ability to regenerate from tiny plant fragments
when disturbed.

Due to its rapid spread and affect on UK ecology, the plant’s listing in
the Wildlife & Countryside Act makes it illegal to cause the plant to
grow in the wild. This can be a major problem on development sites due
to the need to clear ground and move soil, which may be contaminated

with knotweed fragments and the high off-site

disposal cost of knotweed waste.
Middlemarch’s practical experience can help

reduce costs substantially by developing agreed

Newsletter

With the banking systems of the
world seemingly falling apart, ecology

may seem not the highest priority at
the moment. However Middlemarch
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solutions. In a recent example, Middlemarch creative ecological solutions’ is even

worked with Severn Trent Water at a large sewage more relevant in these days of

treatment works to remove knotweed with a
combination of both targeted herbicide treatment

financial slow-down. Whether a

Knotweed bursting over the fence at Severn
Trent's site was first controlled with
herbicide (left) then carefully removed
(above) saving time and money

development is locally focused or part

: ) ) . of a regional or national strategic
and supervised excavation, saving the client § §

expense and avoiding delays. programme, taking the right

ecological action at the right time
becomes even more critical for
= delivering projects on time.
We bs Ite U pd ate For example, by commissioning

Middlemarch Environmental to carry
out a simple ecological survey in

2003, Inspace Partnerships gave

Middlemarch Environmental’s updated themselves a head start in a project

website has now been launched, following

. . 1. in central London transforming old
extensive discussions with clients and

derelict warehouses into sustainable

partners. By focussing on client needs, and housing. The advance surveys meant

featuring a special updating email service, we that follow-up studies could be

completed in a much more timely
fashion, cutting the time for
producing the Environmental Impact
Assessment whilst also providing

hope that we now provide just what you want
from us. The new website features our full
range of services as well as the distinctive
products that we have developed to meet

specific needs. Find out more at .
opportunities for new ponds and

green infrastructure linking to
surrounding greenspace.

Speed too is of the essence. Once
the air temperature heats up, reptiles
move much more rapidly - and so did
Middlemarch when a request for a
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M-PEOPLE...

§ Kathrin Kraft has joined Middlemarch for a
placement year from the University of Applied
8 Sciences at Eberswalde, Germany, where she is
studying for a BA in Land Use and Nature
Conservation. Her previous work in butterfly
monitoring gives her an excellent start for
supporting our survey and monitoring work.

Amy Kelly is helping to support Middlemarch
Environmental’s BREEAM Team during her
placement year from Aston University. Her

! degree course in Health, Safety &

o8 Environmental Management means she brings
BN 2 wide range of skills to the company,
including help with our ISO systems.

site survey came in earlier this year.
Once we were commissioned to carry
out the work, we agreed the
methodology with Natural England
(NE) and were on site within 10
days. The initial survey identified
populations of both slow worm
(Angws fragilis) and common lizard
(Lacerta vivipara) — and so a
mitigation strategy was developed
involving a trapping and
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Timely ecological solutions

Common darter dragonflies (Sympetrum striolatum) mating at a new wetland. Nature
thrives even when financial systems crash, and timely surveys can make all the difference

Middlemarch’s ecology team.
Even for the simplest projects, a
professional delivery to tight

translocation programme.

Further discussions with NE led to
their approval of the strategy, so
enabling practical work to timescales makes all the difference to
commence, and the reptiles rapidly a project, as shown by Middlemarch
Environmental’s work at the Floral
Pavilion at New Brighton on the
Wirral. As Dane Harrop of Kier
Group, who commissioned our work
at New Brighton says: “We found
Middlemarch to be very professional in
all aspects of their work, responding well

to queries and delivering exactly what

relocated to their new long-term

i,

we needed.”
So even in times of recession, the

Sl(.)w worm (Anguis fmlis)

timing of ecological work remains
essential. And the natural world
continues to thrive even if the

homes. NE’s assessor commented: “It
is also worth saying that the application
was ext*remely easy to assess and was
Teally well explained throughout -my

banking industry isn’t.

FLORAL PAVILION

sheet of notes had no questions written
onitat all!” And thanks to the poor
weather this summer, the reptiles
weren’t actually so rapid on the
ground, making the
translocation work easier for



News Briefs

Badgers still Vole project Biodiversity

protected

In order to tackle Bovine TB, the
Government has decided not to cull
badgers but instead to invest over

£20M in developing new vaccines for

both cattle and badgers.
Announcing his decision recently,
Environment Secretary Hilary Benn
said: “Having considered all the
evidence, | have decided that while
such a cull might work, it might not”.
[ssues included the risks of a cull
actually spreading the disease rather
than controlling it, public opinion
and the well-publicised views of
farmers.

Mr Benn'’s decision confirms the
legally protected status of badgers,
which was in doubt had a cull been
imposed. The result is therefore one
of ‘business as usual’, with surveys
needed for planning applications,
and licences required if setts are to
be interfered with during
development. Middlemarch
Environmental’s ecology team has
wide experience of all aspects of
badger ecology, and can help clients
at any stage of the process.

BB for BAA

evolves

Thanks to a partnership with clients
Biffa, a pioneering new research
project has now begun involving
Middlemarch Environmental Ltd and
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, funded
through the Biffaward Landfill
Community Scheme.

The project is focused on water
vole ecology, with Middlemarch’s
Technical Principal Jemma Gaskin
leading the research effort. Aiming
to investigate factors favouring the
re-introduction of water voles,
practical outcomes include a better
understanding of the way these
protected species can be encouraged
back to their former haunts. As
developments offer new opportunities
for wetland creation and
enhancement, the research findings
should strengthen the importance of
post-development sites in water vole
conservation.

BAA Heathrow is the latest site to be awarded the

Wildlife Trusts’ Biodiversity Benchmark, for its off-

airport land management activities. Middlemarch

Environmental has been working closely with BAA

Heathrow for some time, with our conservation

Ecologist James Webster on-site to support BAA’s

conservation work and community engagement. The celebration event took
place on 9 October at BAA’s Causeway Conservation Site, where the award
was presented by Stephanie Hilborne, Chief Executive of the Wildlife Trusts.
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indicators

Middlemarch Environmental
continues to lead the way in
integrating biodiversity in business,
thanks to Knowledge Transfer
Partnerships with Aston University.
Our Associate James Hildreth will
be delivering a workshop session on
Biodiversity Performance Indicators
and Benchmarking at the [IEMA
national Environmental
Management System forum this
November. With the theme of
addressing the Sustainable
Development Agenda, the event will
be held at the QE II Conference
Centre in central London on
Wednesday 26th November 2008.
Details of the event and booking are
on the IEMA website www.iema.net

DerekWhatling updates on Europe

Meanwhile Associate Derek
Whatling has been developing his
research on biodiversity indicators in
the supply chain, attending the high
level conference on Business and
Biodiversity in Bonn this summer.
This follows a meeting in Lisbon
where the EU began developing its
plans for biodiversity and business.

Group Chief Executive Dr Andy
Tasker aims to develop further tools
for businesses thanks to a developing
partnership with the European
Centre for Nature Conservation,
based at Tilburg
in Holland.

New wetlands to control floods

As threats of flooding continue to increase with our changing
climate, so new wetlands can help to provide natural
sustainable solutions. Middlemarch Environmental has a long
track record of working with wetlands, from the starting point
of feasibility studies through detailed design to practical
creation, restoration and management work. Associate
Director Dr Katy Read and Managing Director Dr Phil Fermor
both provide the technical expertise in this area of work, with
Associate Dr Helen Markland’s KTP Project at Aston
University ensuring Middlemarch’s research knowledge stays
up to date.

Over the years Middlemarch has had key roles in developing a range of wetlands, ranging from saline lagoons created
in Teesside to the award-winning Aston Hall Farm riverine restoration for Severn Trent Water, and detailed designs for
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s Potterick Carr Nature Reserve. In addition dozens of smaller wetlands have been created to

minimise flood risks while at the same time enhancing biodiversity.

Middlemarch’s wetlands team aims to maximise the benefits of wetlands for both people and nature, designing and
creating wetlands which provide a range of benefits or ‘ecosystem services’, such as attenuating flooding, cleaning up
polluted water or helping in storing carbon, whilst also delivering on a multitude of biodiversity gains.

Top, clockwise:

restoring river banks in Staffordshire;
a new wetland channel in Kent and a newly

created wetland in Cheshire.

Just some of Middlemarch's wetland

enhancement projects.

Sustainable homes everywhere

With the Government committed to reducing our CO, emissions,
ensuring that new buildings meet the highest environmental standard
becomes a key focus for their policies. The Code for Sustainable

Homes and BREEAM assessments provide a simple tool for all architects,
developers and builders to ensure these standards are met — and
Middlemarch Environmental provides a complete service on all
ecological aspects.

Wherever the project is in the UK, we can have a qualified ecologist
on-site within days of our first commission — and the range of our current
projects is impressive! The last dozen assessments include a regeneration
project in deepest Battersea, a bespoke student housing scheme for the
University of Plymouth, and a rural development at Coleford near Bath.

Mendip Housing Association, who commissioned the
Code survey at Coleford, were especially pleased with
Middlemarch’s approach. As Ben Cane says: “We found
Middlemarch’s approach to be excellent - they gave us a clear
proposal, and provided us with a positive wellpresented report.

In short they did what they said on the tin!”.
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Sustainable homes fmm deepest Battersea to
Plymouth University and rural Avon



